
Disciples of Jesus - Called to Follow
Jesus calls the twelve

Matthew 4.18-22; Mark 1.16-20; Luke 5.1-11; John 1.35-51

A Disciple = Follower
Requires someone to follow
Who do we follow?  - Jesus calls us to ‘follow’ him, but who is He?

When He called the twelve, they would have needed an answer to that
question - and so do we
Rabbi - Teacher, Master, Lord

A title of honour - recognizing a mans place and authority

For the Christian it is clear - Jesus is the one we’re called to follow
While God places people in our lives we follow, it is Christ that we
follow ultimately
IE: Paul & Apollos - 1 Corinthians

" 5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through
whom you believed, as the Lord assigned to each."
22 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or
death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you
are Christ’s, and Christ is God’s."

Matthew 23
"8 But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one
teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And call no man your
father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.
10 Neither be called instructors, for you have one instructor,
the Christ."
Note: Jesus instructs them that they’re not to be called
Rabbi, but He seems totally comfortable to be referred to that
way Himself.

It is Christ who calls us, and Him that we follow

When Jesus said “Follow” what did He mean?

It becomes quickly clear in the gospels that to Follow means more than to simply be
close to, or walk behind!



Jesus comes into time and space… into the lives of these men… lives connected to
family, jobs, etc
Relating our lives and situations to theirs, we have to ask ourselves:

What caused such a radical response on the part of men like Andrew and
James?
It becomes evident when we contrast the response of the twelve with
many others who encountered Jesus

The response of The Twelve
“Immediately they left their nets and followed Him”  Matthew 4.20; 22Mark
1.18; 20
“They left everything and followed Him”  Luke 5.11
Nathaniel’s Story - John 1.43-51

First uncertain
"Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” vs 46
Has a revelation of Jesus

"Nathanael answered him, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God!
You are the King of Israel!” vs 49
Also Andrew  We have found the Messiah” (which means
Christ).
And Peter "But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at
Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man,
O Lord.”

The response of the Crowds - John 6.25-71
" When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to
him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?”

They too ‘followed’ Him
They two called Him Rabbi

But Jesus says to them - vs 26-29
" 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are
seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate
your fill of the loaves. 27 Do not work for the food that
perishes, but for the food that endures to eternal life, which
the Son of Man will give to you. For on him God the Father
has set his seal.” 28 Then they said to him, “What must we
do, to be doing the works of God?” 29 Jesus answered
them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom



he has sent.”

Ultimately many could not ‘follow’ Him - vs 66-69
"66 After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer
walked with him. 67 So Jesus said to the Twelve, “Do you
want to go away as well?” 68 Simon Peter answered him,
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal
life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know, that
you are the Holy One of God."

Response

God comes into the time and space of our lives - Revelation
"Follow Me"

It is a call to ‘action’ - over the next few weeks we will explore what it
looks like to follow
Today - We are struck with the initial invitation into discipleship

Brought face to face with Jesus
His call to surrender, to believe in, to submit to, 
Forced to reckon with the reality of Who we are & Who He is

How  will we respond to the one who is ‘The Way, The Truth, and The Life'
Will we say yes…. give our lives to Him


